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 “Who Will Go?”- Week of June 3, 2012  
Isaiah 6:1-8, Trinity Sunday 

 

Reflections on this week’s message: 
 

 

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 

LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 

heart.”  1 Samuel 16:7 

 

The sermon this week focuses on Isaiah’s call to prophetic ministry. In the midst of a vision where he saw the 

throne room of God, he heard the call. In his vision, Isaiah finds himself confronted with the holiness of God verses his 

own human sinfulness. Romans 3:23 reminds us that all of humankind is sinful and cannot stand up to God’s glory and 

holiness. But it is not God’s desire for us to remain in that state of unworthiness. Again, referring to Isaiah’s vision, God 

provided a cleansing for Isaiah, to equip him for service. 

 

 As we hear God call us to serve, we often feel unworthy and inadequate. The reason for those feelings is born out 

of truth. However if God could only call those who were worthy, no one would be called. Instead, God calls all sorts of 

people, sometimes even the most unlikely candidates, to serve in His church and to build His Kingdom. In the eyes of 

man, David was the least likely of Jesse’s sons to be anointed as King of Israel. God, however, saw something in David’s 

heart that nobody else could see. God sees something in each of us that perhaps we cannot even see ourselves. Yes, we are 

sinful, but in Christ, through the power of His cleansing blood, we are made worthy to serve.  

 

 The bottom line in Isaiah’s call is this: God offered reconciliation and cleansing and called the prophet. Isaiah 

recognized God at work in his life and responded with a “Yes!”  Do you hear God calling you to serve? Are you aware 

that you are not worthy for service in the Kingdom? Will you allow the blood of Christ to cleanse you and His Spirit to 

equip you? The only correct way to respond to God is by saying, “Here am I. Send me.” 

 

 

Love, Pastor Joe   

 

 
 

                                 

 

 

Listen to this week’s sermon teaching by clicking the Online Sermons link at www.myfairhopeumc.net. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This Week’s Challenge:   
Go where God calls you! 

 

http://www.myfairhopeumc.net/
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Begin with Prayer: 
Getting Started:  Grab your bible & find a quiet, comfortable spot to begin your daily Bible reading.  Light a candle & 

spend a few minutes relaxing, quieting your mind. Keep a notebook nearby to jot down distractions that interfere with 

your focus to put them out of your mind to deal with later. You may want to play your favorite hymns or praise music 

softly in the background.  To quiet your mind & prepare to focus on God & His Word try one of the prayer exercises 

found under Spiritual Growth Resources. Then pray the suggested prayer starter personalizing it to your needs & desire 

for God’s guidance. 
 

This Week's Prayer Starter: 
 

 

Almighty God,  

Fill me with your Spirit as I read & study your Word today. Open my heart & mind to receive what you have for 

me this day.  Help me grow in my faith as I seek to know, love, & serve you better. Thank you for the stories of Isaiah, 

Moses, Paul, & David that help me to understand your ways. Thank you for the reminder that like them, you call each of 

us to serve you in ministry in some way. I am so desperately in need of your saving grace and so unworthy and not fit to 

serve you. I’m not good enough, but you call me anyway! Take my weaknesses, Lord, and use them for your glory. Help 

me to hear and respond to your call on my life. In Jesus’ name, I pray. AMEN. 
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Read Isaiah 6:1-8 

Imagine you are Isaiah.  What do you tell a friend about what you say, heard, felt, and experienced in verses 1-4?  

Describe a time when you have seen or felt the glory of God. ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What causes Isaiah to express despair and confess his sin?  God’s holiness awed Isaiah. Which of God’s attributes do you 

find most awe-inspiring?  _____________________________________________________________________________     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Are you aware that you are not worthy for service in the Kingdom?  Will you allow the blood of Christ to cleanse you and 

His Spirit to equip you?  ______________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Compare Isaiah’s response in verse 8 with verse 5. What is significant about that?  How do Isaiah’s responses inspire you?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you hear God calling you to serve?  How will you respond to God? Will you go for Him?  ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Allow yourself to be touched and filled with God’s goodness as you prayerfully repeat verse 3:  

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”   

 

Let yourself be open to God’s guidance by repeating the prayer of God’s servants, “Here am I!”  
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Read Romans 3:21-26, Isaiah 64:6 

What comes to your mind as you read verse 23, ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’?  Do you see yourself 

in this statement?  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does it mean to be ‘justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus?  How is the 

message of God’s grace impacting your life? _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does Isaiah mean when he compares our righteous acts to filthy rags? In what ways has sin swept you away like a 

shriveled up leaf because you lacked humility or failed to call on God’s name?  What hope do you have that God will still 

relate to you with mercy and grace?   ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you aware that you are not worthy to be used by God?  Will you allow the blood of Christ to cleanse you and His 

Spirit to equip you?   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Praise God that despite your flaws,  

Jesus covers you with righteousness and desires to use you for His Kingdom purposes!   
 
 

 

 

ddaayy  33                                                    wweeeekk  ooff  JJuunnee  33  

Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 

Reread 2 Corinthians 12:9.  How do you feel about God’s promise in this verse?  _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does Paul say about boasting & being conceited in this passage?  _________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Describe your weaknesses.  What does Paul say about his weaknesses & hardships in verse 10?  How does this help you 

to look at your weaknesses in a different light? How can you become more grateful for the way God has created you, in 

light of both your strengths and weaknesses? _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How has God worked in and through you despite your weakness?  How do you feel about God’s power being made 

perfect through your weakness? ________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How does Paul’s testimony about his weakness help you to refrain from using your weakness as an excuse to respond to 

God’s call?  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Meditate on verses 9-10 and allow God’s word to give you the courage to respond to His call in your life! 
 
 

Memorize Hebrews 10:24-25, June’s memory verse! 
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Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

What point was God making by passing over all of Jesse’s sons before selecting David?  What reason might Samuel have 

had for anointing David in the presence of his brothers? If you had been one of David’s brothers, how would you have felt 

watching your younger brother get chosen? ______________________________________________________________     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

When has your evaluation of a person’s character or abilities relied mainly on outward appearance?  How did this prove to 

be misleading or cause problems later? __________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What difference does it make to look at people the way the Lord sees them?  Would it be easier to respond to God’s call if 

you could see yourself the way that God sees you? _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Knowing ‘the Lord looks at the heart’ (v. 7) rather than outward appearances, what steps can you take to make your heart 

more attractive to God? ______________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Ask God to purify your heart so you will be ready to serve Him when He calls! 
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Read Exodus 3:1-22 & Philippians 4:13 
 

Why do you think God used a burning bush to get Moses’ attention?  What does God ask Moses to do?  How does Moses 

respond? __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Have you ever felt called by God to do a particular task?  How did you respond?  What might God have to do to get your 

attention & commitment to take on a new mission in life? ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you think Moses is more uncertain of himself or God?  When have you excused away God’s ability to use you?  What 

reassurance does God give Moses?  How has God proven to you that God gives you everything you need when God calls 

you? _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By whose strength are you able to accomplish anything? In what ways does Christ strengthen you? __________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is God asking you to do? What is God asking us to do as a church?  Are you depending on the Spirit to accomplish 

what God is asking you to do? _________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Ask God to help you submit to His Spirit and respond to His call in your life! 
 

Go where God calls you! 
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After reflecting & praying through this week’s readings & sermon teaching, I feel God is nudging me to 

take these steps:  
 
 
 
 

“Seek first His kingdom & His righteousness…” Matthew 6:33 

 
  

DDiigg  DDeeeeppeerr::   
 

Isaiah was awe-struck when he experienced God’s holiness. Even more amazing is that holiness is not only God’s most 

awe-inspiring quality but it is also our calling. “Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is 

written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:15-16).  God calls us to be holy because He wants to make us holy.  

We are called to be what we, because of our fallen nature, are not! God’s love for us never ceases to be amazing! 

Use the resources in this week’s Faith & Life Connections to evaluate your spiritual heart.  

Open your heart and life before the Lord and respond to His call to be holy because you belong to Him! 

 

Your physical heart requires a balanced diet to be healthy & so does your spiritual heart. 

Check out the Spiritual Growth Resources tab & use one of the suggestions to help you develop spiritual habits to 

cultivate a heart that is completely committed to Christ and eager to respond to His call on your life. 
 

 

Download this assessment to explore core traits of discipleship. 

Where you are on the journey of knowing, loving, & serving God? 

http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/traits-of-discipleship-assessment-questions.pdf 

 

Download this Spiritual Growth Assessment & spend some time reflecting on your spiritual heart. 

http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/spiritual-growth-assessment-tool.pdf 

 

What’s on your spiritual plate?  

Are you feeding yourself a well-balanced spiritual diet?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairhope UMC’s Mission Focus:  We exist to love & serve God by loving & serving others, for the purpose of making & 

maturing disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

 

 

Our Spiritual Plate 

http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/traits-of-discipleship-assessment-questions.pdf
http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/spiritual-growth-assessment-tool.pdf
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CHARACTERISTICS OF MATURE DISCIPLES 

 

 
 

Read through the qualities of mature disciples listed below and spend some time exploring the related scriptures.  What 

does it mean to be a mature disciple?  In what ways is God calling you to grow in your faith?  What steps might God be 

leading you to take to help you in this process?  Find a trusted friend to give you some honest feedback & help you to be 

accountable as you seek to grow as a mature disciple.    

 

 

“Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”    

Ephesians 4:15 

 

 

* Clear evidence of growth in faith 
 

* Commitment to spiritual disciplines/practices that support and encourage faith development 
 

* Reaching out in service/ministry to others in the community  
 

* Seeking faith sharing opportunities 
 

* A generous heart toward God in their giving and use of their spiritual gifts 
 

* Evidence that the living presence of Christ is in them  

(we see the Fruit of the Spirit emerging from their lives) 
 

* Aware of/seeking to be faithful to the Great Commission and the Greatest Commandment (love God and neighbor) 
 

*Seeks God’s will first without any concern for personal preferences; desiring whatever God desires and  

  wanting only those things that will further the Kingdom; possessing understanding and insight into things of  

  the Kingdom. 
 

*Walking and living in step with the Holy Spirit; laying aside personal preferences and not at all concerned with  

  what makes one happy or what makes one feel good; focused on the leading of the Spirit. 
 

* Integrates faith and life; seeing work, family, social relationships, and political choices as part of one’s religious life 
 

* An overall attitude that resembles/represents Christ to others 
 

 

 

Additional Scripture Readings:     Galatians 5:22-26     Hebrews 12:5-7    John 15:16     Acts 20:32           Hebrews 12:2         

James 1:2-4        Jude 1:20         1 Corinthians 3:2          Hebrews 5:12-14     Matthew 6:10,33       Colossians 3:1-16 

 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!”   

2 Peter 3:18 

 

John 8:31 “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.” 
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Knowing, Loving and Serving God 
 

Moving towards being a deeply committed Christian is a journey. The traits defined below paint a picture of what we 

mean by “deeply committed Christians.”  Prayerfully consider how you are doing in each area. How is God calling you to 

serve Him? 
 

Knowing God: 
 

Christian Essentials – deeply committed Christians understand the essential gospel on which most Christians agree, 

across denominational lines and centuries, expressed in historic creeds such as the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, and can 

share the gospel intelligently with a non-Christian friend 
 

Bible Understanding – deeply committed Christians know the grand sweep of the Bible’s story of salvation, including a 

basic timeline of biblical events. They understand the divine/human nature of the Bible and know how to read it, not 

merely as an ancient document or a reference book of spiritual answers, but for personal spiritual growth 
 

Church/United Methodism – deeply committed Christians value the church as the Body of Christ, God’s people 

journeying in community, and know the teachings characteristic of the Methodist movement (e.g. holding together grace 

and holiness, holding together personal salvation and social justice, free will, a commitment to Christian unity even when 

opinions differ) 
 

Basic Christian Ethics – deeply committed Christians understand how to apply their Christian faith to important ethical 

issues, and are committed to living out Christian ethical principles such as justice, integrity, peace, and responsibility for 

the well-being of others 
 

Knowing God’s Will – deeply committed Christians know the broad scope of God's purpose for human beings, and have a 

growing sense of how to discern God's will for their life through prayer, Bible study and the wisdom of other Christians 
 

Loving God: 
 

Surrender – deeply committed Christians surrender the control of every aspect of their life to Jesus, repenting of sin, 

setting aside their own desires and sense of importance, and offering their lives in obedient service to God 
 

Transformation – deeply committed Christians are being continually transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and 

sense that power molding their values, priorities and relationships into more Christ-like patterns 
 

Spiritual Disciplines – deeply committed Christians practice various spiritual disciplines (e.g. prayer, Bible reading, 

worship, solitude, meditation, fasting) as a means of surrendering to Jesus and opening their life to the Holy Spirit’s 

transforming activity 
 

Fruit of the Spirit – deeply committed Christians are continually growing in the inner qualities and outward actions 

identified as “the fruit of the Spirit” in Galatians 5:22: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control” 
 

Small Groups – deeply committed Christians share their faith journey with a group of Christian friends in mutual 

encouragement and accountability, developing spiritual honesty and trust through sharing and support 
 

Serving God: 
 

Service to Others – deeply committed Christians are instruments of God’s love in a broken, hurting world, living lives of 

service to others with a strong (though not exclusive) focus on the Bible’s concern for the poor and for justice 
 

Sharing Christ – deeply committed Christians are eager to share the good news of Jesus in loving, winsome and non-

judgmental ways, and are ready to “give an answer to anyone who asks the reason for your hope” (1 Peter 3:15) 
 

Spiritual Gifts/Talents – deeply committed Christians understand clearly, with “sober judgment” (Romans 12:3) which 

spiritual gifts and talents they have, and use those gifts to bless others and build up the Body of Christ 
 

Financial Gifts – deeply committed Christians view money and material possessions not as a measure of success or as a 

means of self-gratification, but as a resource for whose use they are responsible to God, and submit their financial lives to 

God’s guiding and control 
 

Time – deeply committed Christians see time as a gift from God to be used in keeping with God’s purposes, avoid 

compulsive busyness, and submit their calendars to God’s guiding and control 
 

Adapted from http://www.cor.org/ministries/adult-discipleship/journey-for-adults/  

 

http://www.cor.org/ministries/adult-discipleship/journey-for-adults/

