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 “Clothe Yourself with God’s Identity”- Week of May 6, 2012  
Colossians 3:12-17, 5th Sunday of Easter 

 
 

Reflections on this week’s message: 
 

Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; 

perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.     Zephaniah 2:3 

 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22-23 

 

Taking on an identity is an intentional thing. In order to be identified as a soldier, an athlete, student, parent, etc. 

there is work that must be done to deserve being identified as such. The same is true of being identified as a Christian; 

steps must be taken to truly be identified as a follower/disciple of Jesus Christ. If you want to take on a new identity in 

Christ you must let go of the old and become new. (Ref. II Cor. 5:17) You will also need to learn what it means to be 

identified as a Christian. To be a doctor, a teacher, a lawyer, pastor, cop, E.M.T. and in many other professions, one must 

be educated in that field before they can wear that title.  

 

So, the question is: Do you want to be identified with God? Do you want to be known as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ? Are you willing to be labeled as a Christian? If you answered “yes” to those questions; what are you doing to gain 

that identity? Be careful here, it is not about earning or purchasing your identity. Rather it is a process of receiving the gift 

of life and learning to walk in faith and grace. It all starts with humbly confessing that you are a sinner in need of God’s 

grace. Having acknowledged your sin and need you then ask for forgiveness and begin your journey. From that point 

forward you can be identified as a Christian and begin practicing your faith and growing and becoming more like the One 

with whom you identify.  

 
 

Love, Pastor Joe   

 

 
 
 

 

 

                                  

Listen to this week’s sermon teaching by clicking the Online Sermons link at www.myfairhopeumc.net. 

 

May is recognized as Christian Home Month in the United Methodist Church.  

Throughout the month you will find resources & activities included in each week’s sermon devotion to 

encourage us as we build & strengthen faith in our homes.  
 

Please make praying for families, children, & youth a priority in your spiritual life! 
 

 

This Week’s Challenge:   
Clothe Yourself With Christ! 

 

http://www.myfairhopeumc.net/


Fairhope United Methodist Church – www.myfairhopeumc.net 

     Faith & Life Connections 

Begin with Prayer: 
Getting Started:  Grab your bible & find a quiet, comfortable spot to begin your daily Bible reading.  Light a candle & 

spend a few minutes relaxing, quieting your mind. Keep a notebook nearby to jot down distractions that interfere with 

your focus to put them out of your mind to deal with later. You may want to play your favorite hymns or praise music 

softly in the background.  To quiet your mind & prepare to focus on God & His Word try one of the prayer exercises 

found under Spiritual Growth Resources. Then pray the suggested prayer starter personalizing it to your needs & desire 

for God’s guidance. 
 

This Week's Prayer Starter: 
 

Lord, help me set my mind on you today. Be with me as I read & study Your Word. Open my heart & mind to be 

receptive to Your teaching.  Help me to put away my old self & my old behaviors and instead put on love, truth & 

goodness.  Clothe me with Your righteousness, grace, & love. Grow me to be your faithful disciple. I am not worthy to 

receive your identity, Lord, but my heart’s desire is to be a faithful imitator of your love & your ways. Thank you for the 

example of Jesus who teaches me how to live & how to love.  Help me to strive to live a life that attracts people to your 

love. I know this can’t happen on my own strength, but only as I seek to walk in step with your Spirit.   

In Jesus’ name, I pray. AMEN. 

 

After reflecting & praying through this week’s readings & sermon teaching, I feel God is nudging me to 

take these steps:  
 

 
 
 

 

ddaayy  11                                          wweeeekk  ooff    MMaayy  66  

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, Colossians 3:1-4:6 

What does today’s scripture reading teach you about growing in your spiritual life?  What does this passage teach about 

living in relationship with others? How can you keep your heart & mind on God in your daily life? __________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How much contrast is there between the ‘clothes’ of the earthly nature (vv. 5-11) & those of God’s chosen people (vv. 12-

17)?  How hard does it seem to take off the first & put on the second? ______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Which aspect of Christ’s character do you need to clothe yourself with? ________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Do you want to be identified with God?  Are you willing to be labeled as a Christian?  What do you need to let go of in 

order to become new in Christ and live and be who God is calling you to be?   ___________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does it mean to be identified as a Christian?  Are you willing to take some of the steps described in this passage in 

order to grow as a disciple of Christ?  Name one step you will take this week.  __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Give thanks to God for the gift of His identity.  

Use the spiritual growth assessment in the Faith & Life Connections resources to help you identify areas of your spiritual 

life God is calling you to grow:  http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/spiritual-growth-assessment-tool.pdf 

 

http://fairhopechurch.files.wordpress.com/2009/04/spiritual-growth-assessment-tool.pdf
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ddaayy  22                                                  wweeeekk  ooff  MMaayy  66  

Read Zephaniah 2:3, Romans 13:8-14, Isaiah 61:10-11 

In what ways are you seeking the Lord? His righteousness? Humility?  _________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How does Paul’s urgency in the Roman’s passage influence your perspective on life?  Your desire to seek the Lord? Your 

desire to grow in Christ?  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you ready and willing to ‘put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light’ and receive the gift of life and 

learn to walk in faith & grace? _________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How might your life be different if you consciously tried to ‘wear’ Jesus Christ? _________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do you respond to God’s promises to clothe you with salvation and righteousness?  In what ways is your identity in 

Christ like a marriage? How committed are you to your relationship? __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank God for loving you so much that he wants to give you His identity, the gift of a new life in Christ! 
 

Memorize 1 John 4:10, May’s memory verse! 
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Read Galatians 5:16-26 
What motivates you to live a good life?  What is the biggest change that being a Christian has made in your life? _______ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What actions are produced by selfish motives?  If we are made alive by the Spirit, why do we still struggle with sin? ____ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is the fruit of the Spirit? Which spiritual fruits are blossoming in your life?  In what areas do you need to grow? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do you want to be known as a disciple of Jesus?  How does verse 24 give you hope as you grow in your identity as a 

Christian? _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do we live by the Spirit?  What does it mean to be in step with the Spirit?   How is this connected to your identity in 

Christ?  What are you doing in your life to keep in step with the Spirit? ________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Ask God to show you how you can better reflect the fruit of the Spirit and characteristics of Jesus in your life! 

   

 



Fairhope United Methodist Church – www.myfairhopeumc.net 

     Faith & Life Connections 
ddaayy  44                                                                                        wweeeekk  ooff  MMaayy  66  

Read Ephesians 4:1-5:2 

What behaviors of a Christ follower are listed in this passage?  Are you living up to the ‘calling you have received’?  In 

your home? Your work? Your relationships? Why or why not? _______________________________________________     

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

What do you learn about your identity as a Christian from verses 4:22-24 & 5:1-2?  How do we imitate God? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

According to this passage what is the problem with trying to live the Christian life apart from the church?  In what ways 

do you need others to help you grow in your identity as a Christian?  __________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What motivates you to live a Christian life?  Where do you feel you are making progress? Where do you need to grow? __  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Of all the commands for Christian living given in today’s reading, which seems to be the major area God is challenging 

you with in your life? How will you live a contagious life that points others to the great love of God? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Prayerfully read Ephesians 4:14-16 to explore how you are becoming rooted in the love of Christ and growing in your 

Christian identity. Try the Lectio Divina method included in this week’s resources. 
 

 

ddaayy  55                                                                                    wweeeekk  ooff  MMaayy  66  

Read Hebrews 13:1-21 

From what you learn in today’s Scripture reading, how would you sum up the Christian lifestyle?  ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

What does this passage say about Christian love? Hospitality? Caring for those who are suffering? Marriage & family?  

Priorities when making financial decisions?  False teachings? How we are to regard our leaders? ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In which of these 6 areas have you made the most progress this year: (1) Loving one another as brothers & sisters? (2) 

Providing hospitality? (3) Caring for those suffering for their faith? (4) Keeping your marriage strong? (5) Staying free 

from the love of money? (6) Submitting to leaders in authority?  Which area do you need the most work on? ___________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In which of the above six areas is your church the strongest? The weakest? Why? ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

According to verses 15 & 16, what kinds of sacrifices are pleasing to God? What does this tell you about your identity in 

Christ? ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 

Read Hebrews 13:20-21 slowly & prayerfully. Consider that all this is for you: Jesus’ death & resurrection, the new 

covenant, the perfect equipment for serving God, power to know & do God’s will, participation in Christ’s glory.   

Thank God for each gift, your new life in Christ, & for clothing you in His identity! 
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Lectio Divina (Sacred Reading – Listening to God) 

 
Lectio Divina is an ancient practice of praying the scriptures; a reflective reading that calls us to listen to God's 

Word with our heart. It is a method of prayer that leads us into the deeper meaning of scripture.  Lectio Divina is 

a slow, meditative reading, reflecting, responding, and resting in the word of God that helps the words and 

images we encounter in scripture connect our heart with God’s heart as we grow in relationship with God. 

Spend some time exploring this ancient prayer practice and experience the goodness of God as you fall in love 

with the Word. Lectio Divina involves five basic steps:  lectio, meditatio, oratio, comtemplatio, and incarnatio. 

Don’t be intimidated by the Latin words or be too rigid in following the steps! These steps are not meant to be 

mechanical activities that have to be completed in a certain order to get it right.  Sacred reading is just a living 

conversation between you and God. Simply embrace & enjoy some quite time in God’s presence; reading, 

hearing, & responding to what He has for you today! 

 

You may want to begin with a time of silence, taking some deep cleansing breaths as you let go of all your 

concerns and worries.  Just be still in the presence of God. 

 

Lectio (Hearing the Word):  Read the Scripture slowly, either out loud or silently. You may want to read the 

passage more than once to truly hear it, with a time of silent rest between readings. Pay attention to any word, 

phrase, or image that intrigues you or puzzles you. 

 

Meditatio (Pondering the Word):  Ponder more deeply on the word, phrase, or image that caught your 

attention.  Repeat it.  What images, ideas, and perceptions of God does it evoke?  Allow this word, phrase, or 

image to engage your thoughts.  How is God speaking to you through it? 

 

Oratio (Dialogue with God): What prayer emerges from your meditation?  Ask God to transform you through 

the word, phrase, or image from Scripture.  How does it connect with your life?  What is your response to what 

God is saying to you? 

 

Contemplatio (Heavenly Rest):  Rest your heart and mind and just be silent in God's presence.   

 

Incarnatio (A Calling Forward):  Now that you have rested in God's Word, how do you emerge?  How might 

you represent God's love and grace in your family, community, and the world? 

 

 

 

“Meditation is holding the Word of God in the mind until it has affected every 

area of one's life and character.”  Andrew Murray 
 

 
 

Check out these websites for more information: 
http://www.upperroom.org/methodx/thelife/prayermethods/lectio.asp 

http://devozine.upperroom.org/articles/lectio-divina-listening-to-god/ 
 

Audio Lectio is a weekly recording of a guided meditation using the gospel reading from the lectionary. - 

http://alivenow.upperroom.org/audio-lectio/ 

 

 

http://www.upperroom.org/methodx/thelife/prayermethods/lectio.asp
http://devozine.upperroom.org/articles/lectio-divina-listening-to-god/
http://alivenow.upperroom.org/audio-lectio/
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Family Connections: 
Living the Christian Life as a Family 

 

  Growing up in today’s society is challenging. Our children face daily challenges that would make most of their 

parents & grandparents cringe. Our society teaches us to look out for ourselves first and to do everything we can to win. 

Living the Christian life is contrary to our human nature and to our society. The challenges of peer pressure, bullying, and 

the desire for kids to fit in can make raising a Christian family today seem so difficult. Be that as it may, the Bible 

promises that we can do all things through Christ who gives us strength (Philippians 4:13). That includes raising children 

& teens in today’s crazy world that entices our human, sinful nature to thrive.  
 

As Christian parents, we need to grasp the understanding that the only true way to live for the Lord is to stop 

living for ourselves. We need to put aside our wants and desires, surrender our lives to the Lord, and seek His Kingdom 

and righteousness above all else (Matthew 6:33). The Bible says that we should clothe ourselves with kindness, 

gentleness, and patience. It says we should put on a forgiving attitude & top it all off by putting on love which will bring it 

all together in perfect unity (Colossians 3:12-14). We need to model this for our children. We need to be proactive in 

teaching our children and grandchildren that the Bible says that we have to set our hearts and minds on things above; that 

we’ve got to keep our eyes focused on Jesus. There are a lot of things in this world that try to distract us from Jesus. We 

need to be aware that there is an enemy prowling around looking for someone to swallow up (1 Peter 5:8). To keep from 

being devoured, we must learn to live like Jesus. In order to live like Jesus, we’ve got to stay focused on him. If we don’t 

teach our children to keep their focus on Jesus, to live as Jesus taught, clothing ourselves with the attitudes He wants us to 

have, who will? (Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9 to read more about what God says about teaching our children.)  
 

We can teach our children to keep their focus on Jesus by coming to church every Sunday, by listening and 

learning more about Jesus, participating in Sunday School and Bible Studies, by reading the Bible, by praying every day. 

We can talk about what it means to live as Jesus taught with our children and grandchildren. We can grow together as a 

family putting on the attitudes that Jesus wants us to have. A great comfort in living as a Christian is that we never have to 

do this alone. Being involved in a faith community is the best support system for our families! God is always with us!  
 

Try these family activities to learn more about the attitudes Jesus wants us to have:  
 

 As a family read the following scriptures: Colossians 3:1-17, 1 Peter 3:8-4:11, Ephesians 4:17-5:21, Luke 13:8-
14, Matthew 6:33-34, Philippians 2:1-11, & 1 Peter 5:1-10, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Mark 12:28-34  
 

 Make a list of the attitudes and characteristics of Christian living described in these passages.  
 

 Write each characteristic on your family calendar; either one per week or one per month as best fits your family.  
 

 Each week or month focus on that characteristic by incorporating the following activities into your family time 
(meals, game night, car time, etc - whatever works best for your family)  

Pray, asking God to show you how you need to grow as a family and as individuals to develop this  

      characteristic.  

Research what the Bible says about this characteristic. Use a concordance or Bible dictionary to help you.  

Create a definition that helps everyone, adults and kids, understand what is meant by this characteristic.  

Talk about what the opposite of this characteristic might be; attitudes that Jesus wants us to avoid.  

Make a list of actions that express this attitude.  

Share how you have been on the receiving end of someone practicing that attitude. Talk about how this made   

      you feel.  

Share how you see evidence of that characteristic in the actions and attitudes of family members.  
 

 Attend church as a family, encourage each other to attend Sunday School and Bible Studies. Talk about what you 

are learning in your classes and share how the sermon teaching touches you and challenges you. Talk about how 
what you are learning is helping you to grow to be more like Jesus.  
 

 Ask yourselves daily if your attitudes, thoughts, decisions, & actions are glorifying to God? Who are you living 
for?  

 

 Pray for God to help you avoid falling trap to the ways of the world. Pray for God to help your family keep 

focused on Jesus!  

 


