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 “Children Matter”- Week of April 29, 2012  
Mark 10:13-16, 4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Reflections on this week’s message: 
 

Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, 

crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is 

good.  1 Peter 2:1-3 

 

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world, red, brown, yellow, black and white, they are 

precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.”* 
 

I don’t remember much from my childhood Sunday School, but I remember that song. It is a song that states a 

simple truth; Jesus loves kids! All of the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark & Luke) include the story of Jesus calling the 

children to Himself after His disciples had tried to dismiss them. He said, “Let the children come to me . . .” and told us 

that in order to be a part of the Kingdom, we would need to receive the Kingdom like a child, with child-like faith, or we 

can’t get in. I’m thinking that this means that we need to take a look at children and how they receive the Kingdom. For 

the past few weeks I have talked in sermons about how difficult it can be to believe some of the things of our faith. Adults 

tend to approach matters of faith with skepticism and doubt. Children receive the stories of miracles and God’s power 

with absolute trust. Children have an innocence that allows them to be accepting and to trust God and expect great things.  
 

As we mature and experience the world we become jaded, cynical and skeptical. We take on the responsibilities 

that come with adulthood and we begin to believe that we have to control everything. Children have an ability to trust and 

believe that we would do well to emulate. They accept God’s truth at face value, while we doubt and question.  
 

Let’s look here at what Jesus said; “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 

never enter it.” (Mark 10:14-15) Do you want to enter the Kingdom? Jesus tells us very clearly what is required.  It is 

time for the church to desire “child-like” faith. 
 

* Words by C. Herbert Woolston 

 
 

Love, Pastor Joe   

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                  
                                  
                                  

Listen to this week’s sermon teaching by clicking the Online Sermons link at www.myfairhopeumc.net. 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Challenge:   
Come TO Jesus Like A Child!   

 

http://www.myfairhopeumc.net/
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Begin with Prayer: 
Getting Started:  Grab your bible & find a quiet, comfortable spot to begin your daily Bible reading.  Light a candle & 

spend a few minutes relaxing, quieting your mind. Keep a notebook nearby to jot down distractions that interfere with 

your focus to put them out of your mind to deal with later. You may want to play your favorite hymns or praise music 

softly in the background.  To quiet your mind & prepare to focus on God & His Word try one of the prayer exercises 

found under Spiritual Growth Resources. Then pray the suggested prayer starter personalizing it to your needs & desire 

for God’s guidance. 
 

This Week's Prayer Starter: 
 

Father, Abba, When I read in your Word that Jesus called you Daddy, something special stirs in my heart. I long 

to feel your loving arms embrace me, comfort me, lead me. I long to know you intimately enough to call you Daddy. Help 

me to know you more deeply. Open my heart and mind to experience you more fully. Be with me as I read & study your 

Word and help me to come to you as a child, with faith that believes and accepts and trusts you completely and fully. Help 

me to crave spiritual milk like a baby so that my faith journey is nourished & I might grow and receive your kingdom like 

a child. Touch my heart, Lord, and change my life. In Jesus’ name, I pray. AMEN. 

 

 

After reflecting & praying through this week’s readings & sermon teaching, I feel God is nudging me to 

take these steps:  
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Read Mark 10:13-16 

Why would the disciples want to keep the children away from Jesus?  ________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What childlike qualities was Jesus encouraging? Is it easy for you to believe in miracles? Why or why not? _______ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Think about children you know and consider their questions, stories, attitudes about life.  What would it mean to receive 

the kingdom of God as a child?  How does your faith compare to that of a six year old?  What would it take for you to 

embrace the childlike faith within you? __________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

What in your life might be preventing you from receiving the kingdom like a little child? __________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Jesus places a very high value on children; why do you think we are so quick to write them off? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Read these additional accounts of Jesus and children: Matthew 19:13-15 & Luke 18:15-17.  

Thank God for the children Jesus has placed in your life today! 
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Read 1 Peter 1:13-2:3 

What kind of holiness does Peter call us to?  How does Peter’s call to holiness challenge you at home, work, church, or in 

your neighborhood?  ________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Which of the characteristics in verses 1:13-16 & 2:1-2 is the greatest challenge for you?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What has been the ‘pure spiritual milk’ in your life?  Are you craving this spiritual milk like a child?  Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How might receiving God’s Word, love and grace with the faith & trust of a child nourish your faith journey?__________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you ready & willing to come to Jesus like a child? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pray for the children of your church & community today! 
 

Memorize Philippians 3:10! 
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Read 1 Timothy 4:7b - 16 
What does this passage teach us about setting an example?  Who has been an example of what it means to be a disciple of 

Christ for you?  Who is looking to you as an example of Christ-like living? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Why does Paul say Timothy was looked down on?  Why might age be a non-factor in being a strong influence for the 

gospel? ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever found yourself tempted to look down on someone or discount their faith because of their age or lack of life 

experience?  Why did you feel like that?  How do Jesus’ teachings about children help you to open your heart to learning 

from someone younger & less experienced than you might be? _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In what ways have you been inspired by the faith of a child?  What have you recently learned about life from someone 

who is young? _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What disciplines are part of your spiritual growth program?  Which do you want to work on? _______________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Come to Jesus like a child today!   
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Read Matthew 18:1-10, Luke 9:48 

 

What childlike qualities is Jesus emphasizing in this passage?  What quality in children does Jesus prize so highly?  Why 

do you think this is important for Jesus’ kingdom?     _______________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

What childlike quality do you need to recapture? Why? How can you humble yourself like a child? __________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does it mean to welcome a child in Jesus’ name?  Why is causing a child to sin such a serious offense? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Why do you think Jesus choose children to be our example?  How can you become childlike without becoming childish?   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Prayerfully read Psalm 131. Try the Lectio Divina method included in this week’s resources. 
 

 

 

 

 

ddaayy  55                                                                                    wweeeekk  ooff  AApprriill  2299  

Read Hebrews 11:1-6, Proverbs 3:1-7 

 

According to the Hebrews passage, what is the Biblical definition of faith? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Reread verse 6 of the Hebrews passage.  Why is it impossible to please God without faith? _________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you willing to embrace childlike faith so you can receive all that God promises?  Read through the remainder of 

Hebrews 11.  What examples of faith can you find that might help you to embrace faith like a child? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What do you learn about faith and trusting God in the Proverbs passage?  What does God want to write on the tablet of 

your heart? ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________    

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tell someone that Jesus loves them! 
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Lectio Divina (Sacred Reading – Listening to God) 

 
Lectio Divina is an ancient practice of praying the scriptures; a reflective reading that calls us to listen to God's 

Word with our heart. It is a method of prayer that leads us into the deeper meaning of scripture.  Lectio Divina is 

a slow, meditative reading, reflecting, responding, and resting in the word of God that helps the words and 

images we encounter in scripture connect our heart with God’s heart as we grow in relationship with God. 

Spend some time exploring this ancient prayer practice and experience the goodness of God as you fall in love 

with the Word. Lectio Divina involves five basic steps:  lectio, meditatio, oratio, comtemplatio, and incarnatio. 

Don’t be intimidated by the Latin words or be too rigid in following the steps! These steps are not meant to be 

mechanical activities that have to be completed in a certain order to get it right.  Sacred reading is just a living 

conversation between you and God. Simply embrace & enjoy some quite time in God’s presence; reading, 

hearing, & responding to what He has for you today! 

 

You may want to begin with a time of silence, taking some deep cleansing breaths as you let go of all your 

concerns and worries.  Just be still in the presence of God. 

 

Lectio (Hearing the Word):  Read the Scripture slowly, either out loud or silently. You may want to read the 

passage more than once to truly hear it, with a time of silent rest between readings. Pay attention to any word, 

phrase, or image that intrigues you or puzzles you. 

 

Meditatio (Pondering the Word):  Ponder more deeply on the word, phrase, or image that caught your 

attention.  Repeat it.  What images, ideas, and perceptions of God does it evoke?  Allow this word, phrase, or 

image to engage your thoughts.  How is God speaking to you through it? 

 

Oratio (Dialogue with God): What prayer emerges from your meditation?  Ask God to transform you through 

the word, phrase, or image from Scripture.  How does it connect with your life?  What is your response to what 

God is saying to you? 

 

Contemplatio (Heavenly Rest):  Rest your heart and mind and just be silent in God's presence.   

 

Incarnatio (A Calling Forward):  Now that you have rested in God's Word, how do you emerge?  How might 

you represent God's love and grace in your family, community, and the world? 

 

 

 

“Meditation is holding the Word of God in the mind until it has affected every 

area of one's life and character.”  Andrew Murray 
 

 
 

Check out these websites for more information: 
http://www.upperroom.org/methodx/thelife/prayermethods/lectio.asp 

http://devozine.upperroom.org/articles/lectio-divina-listening-to-god/ 
 

Audio Lectio is a a weekly recording of a guided meditation using the gospel reading from the lectionary. - 

http://alivenow.upperroom.org/audio-lectio/ 

 

 

http://www.upperroom.org/methodx/thelife/prayermethods/lectio.asp
http://devozine.upperroom.org/articles/lectio-divina-listening-to-god/
http://alivenow.upperroom.org/audio-lectio/
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Family Connections: 
 

Worship and Children 

 
Children look to parents, grandparents, and other adults in their life as an example to follow.  Parents and 

grandparents are the primary spiritual leader in the lives of their children.  God places a high calling on our 

responsibility to nurture children on their faith journey.  (See Deuteronomy 6, Psalm 78:1-7, Mark 10:13-16 for 

some Biblical references.)  Guiding your children in worship and helping them to understand what worship is 

about is an important role for parents and grandparents and all involved in the life of a child.  Here are a few 

suggestions: 

 

 Attend church and Sunday School with your children and grandchildren. 

 Ask children what they thought about the Scripture reading, children’s message, sermon, hymn, or other 

aspects of worship. 

 Encourage them to consider how God speaks to them through worship experiences. 

 Let your children see you in worship so they see that your relationship with God is a priority in your life. 

 Worship together as a family, both corporately and privately. 

 Explain the order of worship to your children.  Use your worship bulletin as a guide. Help them to 

understand why these things are included in your congregation’s worship experience. 

 Answer their questions, even if they come up during the worship service.  Take advantage of those 

teachable moments. 

 Don’t pretend to know all the answers.  If you can’t answer your child’s questions tell them you will 

explore the answer together. Dig into your Bibles, check out your church library, website, or consult 

your pastor, director of education, or Sunday school teacher. 

 If your children feel led to express themselves in worship with applause, lifting their hands, moving to 

music, sharing prayer concerns and joys, etc.  Do not hinder them! 

 Encourage your children to lead worship in your home.  Give them permission to freely express 

themselves before God through prayer, scripture reading, music, art, service, etc. 

 Let your children see you praying, reading your Bible, worshiping, participating in Bible studies and 

Christian fellowship activities.  Remember children learn by example! 

 Share with your children how your giving of your time, money, and resources is an act of worship.  

Encourage them to do the same. 

 Tell your children how you see God at work in their lives and in the world. 

 Tell them how much Jesus loves them! 

 


